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REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OEEICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
MUNICIPAL  OFFICES, 
DUNSTABLE. 

January ,155^- 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dunstable* 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  155^. 

It  Is  very  satisfactory  that  a new  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
Is  now  in  process  of  erection  and  will  provide  a good  effluent 
so  that  the  long-standing  pollution  of  the  Ouzel  Brook  will  no 
longer  continue. 

It  is  also  a matter  of  satisfaction  that  rapid  progress 
should  shortly  be  made  in  dealing  with  the  slum  problem  of  the 
Borough. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  my  thanks  for  the  help  they  have  alv/ays 
given  in  my  work. 


1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A*  A.  PARGETER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ' 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


( a ) Medical  Officer  of  Health  ( parL-»t  Ime) . 

H.  A.  A.  Pargeter,  M,A.,  M.B. , D.P.H 

(b)  Senior  Sanitary  lnsij>ector 

A*  Bishop.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  institute 
as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

H.  Stew  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  institute 

as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

L V.  Lee  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 

and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examin- 
ation Joint  Board  as  Sanitary 
1 nspec  tor. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods 

( d)  Chief  Clerk/Shorthand  Typist. 

Mrs.  0.  F.  Wordsworth. 

( e)  Junior  Clerk. 

Miss  S.  C.  Nicholson. 


SECTION  A J- 


STATISTICS  ANO  SOCIAL  CC:  NO  IT  IONS, 


Vital  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough,  2,085  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General  .. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 
as  at  31st  December,  195A 

Rateable  Vilue  as  at  31st  December,  I954  ,, 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  taken  at 
31st  March , I954  . . 


17,570 

5,580 
-.  £101,014 


# « 


♦ # 


« B 


£376.11s.2d 


Number  of  new  houses  erected: 


(a)  Council  : Permanent I50 

(b)  Private  Enterprise  ..  50 


Boundary  Extensions, 

As  a result  of  the  Dunstable  (Extension)  Order,  l35^y 
which  came  into  operation  on  March  l6th  of  that  year,  fifty- 
seven  acres  originally  in  the  Luton  Rural  District  Council 
area  were  brought  into  the  Borough  of  Dunstable.  This  added 
area  is  almost  completely  built  up  with  Council  houses  and 
flats  and  ten  Police  houses. 

As  a result  of  this  boundary  change  the  birth  and  death 
figures  received  from  the  Registrar  General  relate  to  the  old 
boundaries  for  the  first  quarter  of  195^?  whereas  those  for 
the  last  three  quarters  are  for  the  areas  as  constituted  after 
the  boundary  change  on  1st  April,  195‘i'* 

The  Population  Estimates  provided  are  based  at  30th  June 

1554. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 

The  following  tables  give  extracts  from  the  Vital  Stat- 
istics for  the  year  1954  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  .. 

288 

165 

123; 

Legitimate 

278 

161 

117 

i Birth  rate  per  1,000 

illegitimate 

10 

4 

1 of  population,  l6.4 

Still  Births 

8 

■ 7 

ij 

1 Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

7 

6 

1 

) (live  and  still) 

1 lleg i t imate 

1 

1 

I Births,  27.0 

Deaths 

196 

94 

102 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  population, 

11.2 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  childbirth, 

(n  order  that  the  birth  and  death  rates  may  be  more 
properly  compared  with  those  of  other  districts,  it  Is  neces- 
sary for  them  to  be  multiplied  by  comparability  factors. 

These  factors  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Thus  the  adjusted  rates  for  Dunstable  are  as  followst- 
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B 1 rth 

Rate,  1^.4, 

comparability  factor, 

0.99, 

adjusted  bi 

rth  rate 

16.2 

Death 

Rate  11,2, 

comparability  t 

'ac  tor, 

1.05, 

.adjusted  death  rate 

11.8 

Deaths 

of  Infants 

under  one  year 

of  age 

4 ^ 

♦ ^ 

Total 

10. 

Rate  per  1,000 

live  b 

I rths 

34.7 

Leg  i t 

imate  8, 

Rate  per  1,000 

Icq  I til 

mate  11 

ve  births  .. 

28.7 

Uleg 

itimate  2. 

Rate  per  1,000 

i llegi 

t Imate 

live  births 

200.0 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages)  .. 

Deaths 

from  Whoopi 

ng  Cough  (all  ages) 

age) 

Deaths 

from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

Deaths 

from  Cancer 

• (all  ages) 

38 

Populat i on. 

The  population  figures  as  su 

pplied 

by  the 

Reg istrar-G 

eneral 

for  the  last  ten  years  are  as  follows:- 

1945  (mi 

d-year)  .. 

15,680 

1946 

i» 

16,010 

1947 

ff 

0 0 

16,490 

1948 

ff 

0 0 

16,990 

1949 

ff 

9 0 

17,110 

1950 

ff 

17,260 

1951 

It 

17,070 

1996 

ft 

# • • 9 

0 9 

9 9 

17,090 

1953 

!f 

99  0 9 

m 9 

9 0 

17,270 

1954 

f9 

• 4 # • 

9 0 

0 0 

17,570 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population  or  difference  bet- 
ween the  birth  and  death  ratec  are  as  follows:— 


1^45 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


8.2 

9.3 
15.9 
11.1 
5.5 
5.7 

2.4 

1.5 

5.1 

5.2 


Causes  of  Death 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 

Registrar-General’s  statistics:- 


Causes  of  Death 


All  causes 


Males 


54 


Females 


102 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4 Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  *. 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  .. 

8.  Measles 

3.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ..  2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  — 

16.  Diabetes  ..  ..  ; 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ..  10 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  I6 

13  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ..  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ..  I5 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ..  3 

22.  Influenza  . ,.  ..  — 

23*  Pneumonia  *.  ..  ..  .....  3 

24.  Bronchitis  ..  ..  6 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . ; 4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ..  ..  ..  — 

23.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

3c.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ..  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . ..  ••  — 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . ..  6 

34.  All  other  accidents  ..  ..  ,.  ..  — 

35.  Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ..  — 


1 

1 

8 

5 
9 

1 

16 

9 

2 

20 

3 

2 

6 


1 

12 

1 

2 
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Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  table  shows  infantile  Mortality  from  stated 
causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


: Weeks  : 

Total 

under 

one 

month 

. t 

Months  : 

Total 

under 

one 

year 

i 0- 

• t ■ : ■ 

Prematurity  .. 

li  ■-  l-  i-; 

Q 

Deb i li ty  at  B i rth. , 

: 1 r i-  ^ 

1 

; - f - i - r - : 

1 

Bi rth  i n jury 

: 1 

1 

: ~ - • - i - : 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia.. 

, - . » J 

- 

■ ~ i - ; - ; 1 ! 

1 

Epidermolysis  Bullosa 

' * t ► 1 

1 

Totals 

i-  r i 

: ' • 

8 

• H ^ * 

r h i 

* * • * * 

10 

IhFANT  MORTAL  ITr. 

: 1 nf ant i la 

1 nf ant i le 
Morta 1 i ty 

J 

Total 

; Mortality 

Rate-England 

Live  Births 

j Rate-Dunstable 

and  Wales 

1945  . 

294 

i 30 

46 

1946 

^ V 

305 

i 5^ 

43 

1947  . 

* 

♦ V 

407 

: 7 

41 

1948 

i 

317 

I 22 

34 

1949  . 

. r 

279 

i 43 

32 

1950  ‘ 

* r 

284 

; 11 

30 

1951  . 

0 1 

251 

r 28 

30 

1952  . 

V 

% 

217 

14 

28 

1953  . 

> 

242 

; 32 

27 

1954  . 

• > 

i... 

288 

: 35 

26 

Maternal  Mortality^ 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1^5^. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  DEATH 
RATES  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (N  THE 

YEAR  1954. 

(England  and  Wales.) 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.) 


B i rths : 
Live  . 
Still. 


Deaths  s 

All  causes.. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers.. 
Iv'hooping  Cough  ..  ..  ,, 

D i phtheri a,.  

Tuberculos is  ..  ..  * 

influenzia..  . ..  ••  «. 

Smallpox •.  .. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including  Polio- 
encephalitis)., .. 

Pneumonia  .. 

Notif icat ions: 

Typho id  Fever  

Paratyphoid  Fever  

Meningococcal  Infection  ..  .. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria 

Erys i pe las 

Small  po  X ..  «.  *.  #•  •• 

Meas les  . . 

Pneumon i a.  ..  ..  

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic,. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Non-Paralytic  ,, 
Food  Poisoning  


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
under  2 years  of  age 


Borough 

of 

Dunstable 


Eng  land 
and  Via  les 


Rates  per  1,OCO 
Civilian  Population. 


16.4 

0.46 

27.0 


11.2 


15.2 

0.3^ 

24.0  (a) 


11.3 


- 

0.01 

— 

0.00 

0.11 

0.17 

Ml 

0.19 

0.01 

0.28 

1.93 

0.00 

— 

0.01 

— 

0.03 

1.45 

0.96 

7.34 

2.33 

— 

0.00 

0.06 

0.12 

0.28 

3.32 

0.12 

0.53 

0.06 

0.03 

— 

0.01 

0.02 

Rates  per  1,000.  live 
b i rths 


34.7 


25.5  f 
0.8 
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of 

: England 

¥ 

■ 

Dunstable 

: and  Wales 

Rates  per 

1,000 

< 

Total  Bi r 

ths  (live 

and  still  ) 

i(a)  No t i f i cat  i ons  t 

; Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 r. 

J 

1 17.73 

'^(b)  Maternal  Mortality? 

: Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

• 

: the  Puerperiura 

— 

\ — 

; Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy  .. 

- 

; Haemorrhage  of  Pregnancy  and 
: Ch i Idb i rth 

i) 

: Abortion  with  Toxaemia 

- 

0-11 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

- 

: ) 

i Abortion  without  Sepsis  

: Other  Complications  of  PregnarrCy, 

V 

: Childbirth  and  Puerperlum 

- 

\ 0.58 

Sorouah 


A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications, 

^ Per  1,000  related  births. 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


8 


»-» 

• h-> 

1— » 

• »-• 

i-* 

: 1— ' 

H-* 

H-* 

>—> 

t H-* 

: 1-^ 

-< 

VD 

VD 

:mo 

MO 

■MO 

MO 

•MO 

MO 

MO 

MO 

•M> 

;mo 

<0 

'wTl 

VJl 

vjn 

-Fi 

• -F* 

-P* 

r -P* 

■f=* 

■ 

-pi 

Pi 

• Pi 

p 

'oO 

ro 

: 1—' 

0 

MO 

; cxo 

~>4 

; CTn 

Ml 

•ps. 

MO 

• ro 

: H-* 

*1 

t— ■ 

t-j 

: 1— < 

-> 

• »-» 

-• 

1—' 

M 

I—' 

t— » 

• H-* 

m 

— I 

— t 

-M 

; 0^ 

CTn 

: cr\ 

Ml 

CTN 

CTN 

CO 

r+-  0 

(0 

• >• 

N* 

» 'I# 

'—-0  rP- 

r+“ 

v-n 

ro 

0 

: 0 

ro 

H-* 

;Mo 

■ 0 

C5> 

»-» 

Pi 

: ' 

• 0 

0 C P 

— • 

VD 

CTn 

1-' 

:sx( 

MO 

; 

OO 

CTN 

Ml 

MO 

t Pi 

3 Hi  Q. 

3 

0 

0 

0 

: 0 

0 

0 

r 0 

0 

• 0 

0 

0 

0 

r 0 

• 0 

P 

p 

1 

I 

ro 

ro 

ro 

: ro 

ro 

ro 

MO 

•P* 

:mo 

ro 

MO 

ro 

ro 

< 

ro 

Z 

: 1“ 

CD 

■p- 

(-• 

;v_n 

CO 

- t— • 

0 

' 0 

MO 

fO 

0 

• 

CD 

ro 

: H-* 

MO 

-M 

;mi 

0 

Ml 

-Pi 

1 Pi 

« 

• < 

. P 



* * ' ' * 

' 

• • ■ 

**••**“ 

* * * 



. • . « 

* 

00 

00 

-0  w 

p 

: • 

1—* 

H-* 

« >-« 

H-* 

H- ' 

r t-» 

ro 

; HJ 

1— < 

J— ' 

►-» 

* H-* 

r+“  0 r+* 

Hi  r-H 

• 3 

CTN 

-p» 

ro 

:v_0 

CTn 

: 00 

:sX> 

CO 

MO 

cr\ 

Ml 

— TO  — 

0 

• r+- 

• 

• 

* 

• • 

• 

■>  * 

! • 

• 

• 

• 

* • 

0 fZ  3 

0 

. 3- 

0 

; CD 

MO 

- 0 

-M 

CO 

-M 

0 

• ro 

ZJ  1— ■ P 

OTO 

: 

P r+- 

0 P 

I 

J 0 

-J 

1— ' 

: i-* 

Z 

• r+* 

CD 

■~vj 

CD 

; 00 

MO 

CO 

MO 

CD 

MO 

0 

•MO 

0 

- — • 

• 

• 

- Hi 

* 

, , 

- 

. 

H-* 

- 

: 

; 

cr 

-■  1 

fO 

ro 

00 

;'sjO 

h- » 

ro 

- ro 

H-* 

: to 

-P* 

: ro 

v-* 

MO 

-■  Pi 

— r-H  l->-0  ZD 

: CD 

CO 

1—^ 

: -> 

-M 

0 -p* 

Ml 

ro 

-p» 

0 

• Ml 

'Ml 

t “J  O'* 

P P 

- 

• 

■ t-H  <-»-  0 

3 -H 

: 3 

0 

ro 

'03 

: 

MO 

MO 

: CTN 

MO 

0, 

:mo 

0 

MO 

ro 

,M0 

• 3-  P 0 

P 

. rH 

• 

: 

- CO  Hi  0 

• zr 

- 

: 

' CO 

1— • 

»-» 

H-* 

. ro 

H-* 

t— ' 

: 1— » 

- 

: h- * 

H-* 

1—' 

: t— ’ 

z 

VJD 

VJ1 

VX> 

: 1—' 

CTn 

CO 

•MO 

Ml 

: CTN 

. 00 

on 

CTN 

t CD 

0 

CTs 

VjO 

ro 

: 0 

0 

Ml 

• 0 

Ml 

: -P» 

Ml 

cr\ 

:mo 

' H- J 

• 

. 

• 

: 

• 

0 

: 

r 

CD 

3 

■ p 

TO  W 

P 

I-* 

»-• 

I-* 

H- * 

- 

■ i— ' 

h- ' 

V— ‘ 

* r+"  0 j-H 

Hi  rH 

r-H 

CD 

t— • 

-00 

MO 

0 

-M 

• CO 

:M0 

• 0 

MO 

MO 

■ 0 

— TO  

>#  (T) 

zr 

0 £Z  3 

0 

M 

ro 

ro 

0 

CO 

CD 

ON 

• CD 

“M 

'Ml 

-P> 

Ml 

MO 

' 0 

3 Hi  P 

OTO 

P <-H 

0 P 

i 

1 ra 
a. 

3 

£ c: 

: H-* 

ra  3 

CO 

cr\ 

J 

-00 

0 

MO 

J— ' 

: ro 

CO 

CD 

ON 

<D 

- t— ' 

(T  -pi  Cl. 

, — 

0 

. 3 

CO  -i 

.... 







*. 

: 

— 





■-  . P 

: 

- 

3 r+-  £ 

: 3 

OOP 

' r+* 

ro 

»-* 

00 

■ ^ 

>-« 

-M 

;v^ 

to 

rMl 

• h- < 

Pi 

cr\ 

.-M 

; Pi 

3 CD 

Pi 

* 

; 

i-H  Hi  TC" 

-■  0 

zr  ro  CO 

: p 

i 

CO 

p 

; 

• 

— 1 

- 3- 

I—* 

t-J 

* 

t— ' 

J-J 

0 

• (0 

0 

-'j 

<00 

MO 

ro 

-M 

MO 

. MO 

ro 

ro 

Ml 

-Ml 

r4* 

p 

Hi 

cr 

— • Hi  Hi  TO  33 

VjO 

i-J 

ro 

t-J 

■?» 

to 

Ml 

'MO 

MO 

pi 

Ml 

;M1 

-}  — V. 

P P 

ro 

: CO 

1— » 

MO 

; ro 

-M 

■ CTn 

- 0 

cr\ 

-pi 

Ml 

•Ml 

rt-  < 0 

3 rH 

zr  p 0 

P 

• 

; 

(0  0 

* 

' 

CD  - 

P ; 

I 

1 

I 

; 1 

1 

t 

- 1 

• 1 

1 

; 1 

1 

H-* 

1 

• 1 

TO  • 

• 

- 

CO  : 

• 

rg* 

: 

; 

Cfl  ; 

p 

: 

0 : 

C 

p 

* 

• 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

ro 

1 

• \ 

1 

: 1 

j-* 

! 

I 

■ 1 

zr  ; 

cr 

3 

• 

p : 

p 

- p 

. 

i 

-J  - 

3 

• t— * 

: 

: 

0 

0 ; 

. 0 

1 

1 

1 

• I 

1 

ro 

■ t 

- 1 

1 

■ 1 

»-■ 

(-J 

i 

: 1 

r+'  - 

• p 

• 

p - 

r+* 

1—1  - 

■ 3* 

: 

CO 

XT' 

. 

— rH  HiTO  33 

cr> 

r 

MO 

MO 

-J  0 '• 

p p 

J 

1 

; \ 

: I 

1 

* 

: t 

■■  1 

1 

; \ 

i 

■'  1 

rH  rP  0 

3 rH 

MO 

a•^ 

3*  P 0 

P 

CO  Hi  0 

9 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  EOR  I94I  I954 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculos i s> 

General  Statistics.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  together 

with  the  number  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  deaths  from 
these  diseasess- 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Adm i t ted 
to  Hospital 

Total 
Deaths 
Reg istered 

Scarlet  F ever 

• • 

26 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

# « 

125 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Paralytic 

• • 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic, , 

— 

— 

mm 

Measles  (excluding  rubella): 

5 

D i phther 1 a 

y 

• V ^ 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

# .t  ' 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

• • 

7 

j 

Smallpox  . . . , 

\ 

# • V 

mm 

_ 

Acute  Encephalitis: 
infective 

# • V 

Post- 1 nfect i ous 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  i 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

« * 

Erysipelas  .. 

\ 

• • ' 

1 

Meningococcal  Infect! 

on  ; 

Food  Poisoning 

• • « 

Puerperal  Pyrexia., 

• • > 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

« . ' 

\ 

<» 

- 

- 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  more  impor- 
tant causes  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  according  to  age 


Under 

1 

3 

Disease 

1 

to 

to 

year 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

Ac . Poliomyelitis; 

- 

3 

4 

Paralytic  .. 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

22 

35 

5 

10 

15 

25 

Age 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Total 

5 

14 

24 

over 

Unknown 

11 

8 

- 

- 

- 

26 

1 

... 

1 

58 

2 

- 

2 

1 

125 

Mo  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year 


10. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Year 

! No.  of  Cases 

Case-rate 

Case— rate  per  1,000  England  and 

for 

Via  les 

1954 

26 

1.45  ? o.% 

The  following 

table  shows  the 

Incidence  for  the  last  ten 

years  t- 

1945 

..  32 

1950 

• 0 

27 

1946 

..  31 

1951 

0 0 

..  6 

1947 

..  19 

1952 

0 i> 

..  7 

1948 

..  9 

1953 

0 0 

..  16 

1949 

19 

1954 

0 0 

..  2(> 

D 1 phtherl a:- 

The  following 

table 

shov;s 

the  number  of 

cases  of  Diphtheria 

which  have  occurred 

during 

the  last  ten 

years 

1945 

0 

1950 

• • 

..  0 

1946 

2 

1951 

• • 

..  0 

1947 

2 

1952 

0 0 

..  0 

1948 

2 

1953 

0 0 

..  0 

1949 

0 

1954 

0 0 

..  0 

1937. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease  since  the  year 


Cancer. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  Cancer  deaths 
during  the  last  ten  yearsJ- 

Rate  per 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1,000 

1945 

16 

15 

31 

1.97 

194^ 

IQ 

17 

33 

2.06 

1947 

14 

13 

27 

1.64 

1948 

15 

10 

25 

1.47 

1949 

16 

29 

1.69 

1950 

12 

28 

1,62 

1951 

15 

13 

28 

l.u 

1952 

24 

22 

4^ 

2.^9 

1953 

9 

11 

20 

1.16 

1954 

15 

23 

38 

2.16 

11 


T ubercu los i s. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  155^!- 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

s 

> 

•Res  pi ratory 

1 

: Non- 

fResp i ratory 

Resp  { 

ratory 

Non- 

Resp i ratory 

i U.  \ 

F. 

i M.  r F. 

* , 

F. 

u,  ; F. 

0- 

\ \ 

^ 

« \ 

- 

- - 

1- 

1 ' 

- 

— 

-- 

— — 

r* 

« ^ 

- 

: 1 : - 

- 

- : - 

10- 

t * 

- 

I — 1 

1 — 1 

- 

- 

••  •• 

15-  ..  .. 

i 1 i 

1 

i 1 i - 

- 

- 

20- 

i 1 i 

1 

- 

— 

— — 

25-  . . . . 

; 1 i 

3 

i 2 ; - 

- 

- 

- - 

35-  . ^ « 

* ^ 

2 

: - ; 1 

1 

— 

— : - 

45- 

: 1 ; 

- 

: 1 M 

— 

— 

— — 

55- 

• - ; 

• \ 

> 

^ \ 

1 

— 

— — 

65  and  over  .. 

: 1 ^ 

1 

- 

— 

— • — 

Unknown. 

: 1 : 

' ' HV 

» ^ 

'■  \ 

' \ 

■ 

To  ta Is  . . 

f y 

8 

' ; 

i 6 M 

* ^ 

2 

* 

- 

> 

\ 

\ 

DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pu Imonary  . . . . , 0.  1|;? 

Non-pu Imonary  . 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

SEN  1 OR  SAN  1 TARY  1 NSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
MUNICIPAL  OFFICES, 
DUNSTABLE. 

17th  August,  1955. 

To  His  Worship  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dunstable. 

GENTLEMEN, 

1 bog  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  195^^ 

Reference  to  the  paragraph  dealing  with  sewage  disposal 
and  sewers  which  has  been  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  indicates  that  work  is  now  proceeding  on  the  erection 
of  a new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  provide  not  only  for  the 
present  but  for  a very  large  increase  In  population.  This 
will,  ultimately,  overcome  difficulties  which  have  been  ex- 
perienced over  many  years  in  providing  a suitable  effluent  and 
the  consequent  pollution  of  the  Ouzel  Brook.  Pt^ention  Is  also 
made  of  other  major  works  of  sewerage  construction  now  taking 
place  consequent  upon  the  rapic  industrial  development  taki^ng 
place  in  the  Borough. 

Serious  problems  in  obtaining  sufficient  labour  have  been 
experienced  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  although 
the  position  is  somewhat  easier  at  the  moment,  the  service  is 
not  what  I would  like  it  to  be,  I would  like  to  draw  parti- 
cular attention  to  my  observations  in  regard  to  the  unsatis- 
factory conditions  prevailing  at  the  VJest  Street  Depot  and  the 
need  for  speed  to  provide  new  accommodation. 

Unfit  properties  are  now  being  dealt  with  in  areas  and 
blocks  as  well  as  on  the  individual  unfit  house  basis.  The 
Implementation  of  the  five  year  proposals  submitted  to  the 
Minister  should  now  show  rapid  progress  in  dealing  with  the 
slum  problem  in  the  Borough. 
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The  introduction  of  new  Legislation  dealing  with  atmos- 
pheric pollution  and  the  consolidation  of  the  law  relating  to 
Food  and  Drugs  which  appears  to  be  imminent  is  likely  to  bring 
additional  but  necessary  responsibility  to  the  Department, 

My  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and* 
the  Council  for  the  help  and  support  given  to  me  at  all  times? 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  help  and  guidance  and 
to  members  of  my  staff  and  colleagues  for  the  assistance  which 
they  have  always  given  to  me. 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  BISHOP, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C J- 


SANITARV  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  general  position  as  to  the  source  of  supply  remains 
unchanged. 

Approximately  35^  about  400,000  gallons  per  day  was 
being  received  from  the  joint  scheme  of  the  Luton  Water  Company 
and  the  Eastern  Gas  Board  from  sources  outside  the  Borough. 

The  remainder  is  pumped  from  deep  wells  within  the  Borough 
owned  by  the  Eastern  Gas  Board, 

The  following  information  is  supplied  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

(a)  Quantity  and  Quality. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  1954* 

Particulars  as  to  quality  are  given  under  the  heading 
dealing  with  ^’Results  of  examination  of  Samples'^. 

( b ) New  VJorks. 

No  major  alterations  were  carried  out  at  the  Works. 

A link  main  between  Poynters  Road  and  Houghton  Regis 
was  completed  and  another  partly  constructed  between 
Bull  Pond  Lane  and  West  Street  to  improve  pressures  and 
to  provide  for  development. 

( c ) Risk  of  Contamination. 

Although  there  may  be  little  risk  of  contamination  of 
water  at  the  source  or  as  a result  of  action  on  metal 
services  efforts  are  still  being  directed  to  remove  any 
possible  risk  that  may  exist  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  wells. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  abolish  the  few  cesspools 
which  still  exist  in  the  area  and  to  drain  the 
properties  to  sewers  as  and  when  they  become  available. 

All  water  is  treated  by  chlorination. 

(d )  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Supplied. 

There  are  very  few  houses  in  the  Borough  without  a 

separate  piped  supply  and  even  this  number  is  being 
reduced  as  a result  of  the  closure  of  unfit  properties. 
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Results  of  the  Examination  of  Water  Samples. 


Bacteriological  Samples. 

Water  sampling  which  is  mainly  carried  out  by  the  Water 
Undertakers  was  on  a more  extensive  scale  than  for  some  time 
past.  A total  of  65  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  57  being  taken  from  points  within  the  Borough  and  8 
from  the  point  where  the  water  purchased  from  the  outside 
enters  the  Borough, 

The  majority  of  the  samples  were  very  satisfactory,  a 
typical  report  belng*- 

^This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  it  is  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  purposes,” 

A number  of  samples  were  shown  to  have  presumptive  coli 
present  in  small  numbers  and  were  reported  on  as  followsJ- 

”This  sample  Is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of 
satisfactory  bacterial  purity  indicative  of  a whole- 
some water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  pur- 
poses. 

The  sample  just  fails,  however,  to  comply  with  the 
highest  standard  desirable  In  the  case  of  a public 
supply  since  organisms  of  the  col i-aerogenes  group 
are  present  in  minimal  number.” 

An  enquiry  after  a sample  was  reported  on  as  containing 
CO  1 i -aerogenes  Type  1 and  Intermediate  Type  2 in  appreciable 
numbers,  revealed  that  the  sampling  point  was  fed  from  a main 
which  had  recently  been  relaid  and  the  v;ater  supply  returned  to 
normal  after  a few  days. 

Five  samples  taken  at  different  periods  throughout  the 
year,  showed  that  faecal  contamination  had  taken  place.  No 
source  of  contamination  could  be  found  and  as  the  samples  were, 
in  each  case,  taken  from  the  sampling  tap  on  the  bore  hole  it 
must  be  assumed  that  the  results  were  due  to  faulty  sampling, 
particularly  as  subsequent  samples  were  normal. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

One  sample  only  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and 
the  result  was  very  satisfactory. 


’’This  sample  Is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other 
metals.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not  to  an 
excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or 
mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  of  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  re- 
sults are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

( a ) Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Council  at  their  meeting  in  March  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  W,  A.  Dawson  Ltd.,  of  Luton,  amounting  to  £187,886. 
for  the  construction  of  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks  for  a 
population  of 

Work  commenced  on  the  site  on  the  25th  April,  1955> 
should  be  completed  in  about  two  years. 

The  Council  are  shortly  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
building  the  second  stage  of  the  works  to  provide  for  a further 
10,000  population  unit,  and  this  can  be  done  as  an  extension  of 
Messrs.  Dawson’s  present  contract. 

( b ) New  Sewers  and  Sewerage. 

Agreement  in  principle  has  been  reached  with  Messrs.  John 
Laing  Ltd,  (the  potential  developers  of  the  Croft  Estate,  which 
it  is  estimated  will  accommodate  some  ^^0  dwellings)  for  the 
extension  of  the  Foul  k'ater  and  Surface  Water  sewers  which  will 
be  required  to  drain  this  very  considerable  area  of  development. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  new  sewers  will  Join  the  existing 
system  at  two  points:- 

(i)  in  London  Road  near  Half  fdoon  Lane  West. 

(ii)  In  High  Street  South  in  the  vicinity  of  The  Square. 

The  Council’s  Consultants  are  now  preparing  a scheme  for 
submission  to  the  Ministry  for  the  relaying  of  the  Foul  Water 
Outfall  Sewer  from  Houghton  Regis  village  to  the  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Works,  and  for  the  possible  duplication  of  the  sewer  be- 
tween Houghton  Regis  and  the  Luton  Road  industrial  Area. 

Consideration  will  be  given  in  the  near  future  to  the  pro- 
vision of  a new  Surface  Viater  Outfall  Sewer  from  Messrs. 

Vauxhall  Motors’  new  factory  to  the  Houghton  Brook  in  Poynters 
Road. 
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V^ork  !s  also  proceeding,  in  the  Offices,  on  plans  for  the 
North  Ward  Surface  V^ater  Outfall  Sewer, 

These  schemes  are  now  a matter  of  great  urgency,  particu- 
larly that  which  will  drain  the  Vauxhall  works  and  the  other 
industrial  areas  in  this  vicinity.  The  speed  at  which  they  can 
be  accomplished  depends  entirely  on  the  recruitment  of  satis- 
factory additional  technical  staff  and  on  the  retention  of 
existing  staff. 

The  condition  of  existing  sewers  is  generally  satisfactory. 
A number  of  small  blockages  have  been  dealt  with,  but  these 
have  affected  only  small  numbers  of  properties  at  a time. 

The  sewerage  system  under  the  High  Street  North  railway 
bridge  has  been  altered  during  the  road  lowering  operation  and 
it  is  hoped  that  flooding,  which  has  occurred  at  this  point 
during  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  will  be  relieved  thereby. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  Borough, 

4.  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

It  was  not  possible  to  maintain  a normal  weekly  collection 
of  refuse  and  at  times  it  was  difficult  to  give  even  a fort- 
nightly service  over  the  whole  district 

! am  afraid  that  so  long  as  wages  in  the  Public  Service 
are  not  comparable  to  those  paid  in  industry,  especially  in  an 
area  such  as  Dunstable  where  there  Is  an  acute  labour  shortage, 
these  Services  must  suffer.  This  means  that  it  Is  very  diffi- 
cult to  recruit  or  maintain  a team  even  though  every  expedient 
by  way  of  over-time  and  bonus  is  made  to  implement  the  wage 
rate. 


Financial  provision  has  been  made  with  a view  to  estab- 
lishing a three  team  service  instead  of  the  present  two  teams 
and  when  this  is  possible  a good  and  regular  service  should 
resu It. 

The  West  Street  Depot  and  garages  are  nothing  more  than  a 
collection  of  almost  ruinous  sheds  and  quite  apart  from  the  job 
of  actually  collecting  refuse  are  no  incentive  to  retain  the 
good  labour  that  we  have  at  the  moment,  apart  from  attracting 
other  suitable  men.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped  that  the 
negotiations  regarding  the  purchase  of  the  property  In  Church 
Street,  with  a view  to  the  erection  of  a new  Depot  which  have 
been  going  on  for  so  long  will  quickly  materialise  so  that  the 
Depot  can  become  established. 
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Conditions  at  the  Tip  at  the  foot  of  the  Downs,  have  been 
fairly  satisfactory  and  although  development  gradually  gets 
nearer,  there  have  been  very  few  complaints.  At  times  more  than 
sufficient  material  for  covering  up  has  been  available  from 
buildings  and  other  development  but  there  are  times  when  nothing 
at  all  is  available  and  this  can  quite  easily  become  a serious 
matter.  There  Is  no  doubt  that  consideration  will  shortly  have 
to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  some  mechanical  means  of  tip 
consolidation  and  covering. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  in  more  than  one  direction  to 
make  provision  for  a new  tipping  site  as  the  present  one  is 
rapidly  filling  up. 

( b)  Salvage- 

The  collection  of  kitchen  waste  v/as  discontinued  in  Feb- 
ruary and  although  at  the  time  there  was  a certain  amount  of 
regret  for  the  need  for  this,  1 am  sure  that  the  difficult 
labour  problem  would  have  made  it  almost  impossible  to  carry  on 
in  any  case. 

The  quantity  of  material  salvaged  over  the  year,  particu- 
larly waste  paper,  showed  an  improvement.  Market  prices  have 
recently  improved  and  are  likely  to  be  further  Increased. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  value  of  salvage 
collected  during  155^  and  a comparison  with  l^pS’" 


Material 

Year 

1353 

Year  195^ 

tons.  cwts. 

qrs.  lbs. 

tons. 

cwts,  qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper  ..  : 

208  9 

2 

> 

215 

14  3 

Heavy  i ron  . . : 

8 12 

- 

13 

1^  2 

14 

Rags  . . . . ; 

Brass,  lead,  : 

4 11 

2 

3 

13  - 

10 

alum  i n i urn , copper; 

13 

3 1 

— 

1^  1 

13 

Tins  ..  ; 

14 

3 21 

2 

3 3 

- 

Waste  Food  ..  ; 

412  16 

1 

V 

■w 

25 

14 

- 







T" 







VALUE:  : 

£3,131. 

4s. 

\ 

s 

£1,805.  19s.  3d 

# 

(c ) Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

This  is  not  a problem  in  the  Borough  as  tiie  number  involved 
is  very  small.  Satisfactory  arrangements  exist  between  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  Luton  Rural  District  Council  who  very  kindly 
undertake  the  work  on  payment  seeing  that  they  have  and  con- 
tinually maintain  the  necessary  modern  equipment. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  to  connect  two  houses  In  Half 
Moon  Lane  to  the  sewer  now  being  laid  in  the  vicinity  and  the 
cesspools  will  be  abolished.  Negotiations  are  also  proceeding 
with  a view  to  connecting  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the 
Works  of  Messrs.  Harrison  Carter  In  Bull  Pond  Lane  to  the  sewer. 


5»  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  schedules  give  details  and  number  of  ‘TbbT 

inspections  made  and  the  results  of  the  notices  servedi  : 

r 

Inspections  of  premises  v^here  nuisances  were  found 

Visits  to  property  under  notice  or  re  work  in  progress  1 35^ 
Visits  re  drainage  of  sKisting  buildings  ..  ..  i 226 

Visits  re  provision  of  new  w.c’s  and  bathrooms  ..  ..  : 12 

Inspection  of  sanitary  accommodation  at:-  I 

Public  Conveniences  1 I32 

Factories  with  power ..  ..  < 5^ 

Factories  without  power  ..  ; 10 

Building  sites ..  I 4 

Bakehouses  ..  l 6 

Schools  i 14 

Shops  and  Offices  ; 7 

Hairdressers ..  ; 3 

Cafes,  Public  Houses,  etc..  ..  r 41 

C i neraas  ..  .,  ,,  ■ 1 

Railway  Stations  ..  : 5 

Visits  re  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage  i 53^ 

Visits  re  rodent  control  i 438 

Visits  re  insect  pests  and  other  verminous  conditions.,  ; 

Visits  re  keeping  of  animals  and  Pet  Animals  Act.,  ..  : 26 

Visits  re  caravans,  etc,.  ,,  : 78 

Visits  re  dirty  premises  ..  ..  j 7 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  and  disinfection  .,  ,,  I 53 

Visits  re  manufacture,  preparation  and  storage  of  food:-  : 

Slaughterhouse • ^53 

Shops  i 37 

Market  j 102 

Dairies  . . . , : 

ice-cream  premises •;  14 

Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes,  canteens  • 37 

Butchers  and  grocers ; 1^1 

Bakehouses  ^ ^ ; ][c 

FishShops  ..  

School  canteens..  i 17 

Visits  re  milk  sampling  ; I6 

Visits  re  ice-cream  sampling..  ..  j I3 

Visits  re  unsound  food ' 52 

Visits  re  Shops  Act  • I6 

Visits  re  smoke  nuisances ,.  ? 10 

Visits  re  housing  applications  ..  [.  153 

Visits  re  Housing  Survey  I I73 

Visits  re  overcrowding  ..  | 2 


20 


Visits  re  Clearance  Areas 

Visits  re  improvements  under  Housing  Act,  19^9 
Visits  re  Housing  Act,  193^'  Unfit  conditions 

Visits  re  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  

Visits  re  swimming  pools  

Visits  re  water  supplies  

Visits  re  Rag  Flock  Act  ..  

Visits  re  old  people  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
Miscellaneous  ..  


19  5 A 


26 

203 

314 

6 

3 

3 

2 

20 

196 


0 » 0-0  * r * 0 ^ 0 * 


: 1954 


Number  of  Abatement  Notices  served  ..  <.  ..  ; 2 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices  complied  with  ; 2 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  given  ..  : 17^ 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  v/ith  .♦  ..  : I7C 


SCHEDULE  OF  WORK  DONE 


•"1954 


( a ) Structural  Defects  : 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof..  ..  ..  : 40 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  • 17 

Chimneys  repoInted,  etc.,  and  pots  renewed  ..  ; 12 

Flashings  renewed  ..  i 10 

R.W*  pipes  refixed,  repaired  or  renewed  ..  j 7 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  : 40 

Windows  made  to  open  ..  .♦  ..  | 33 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ; 3 

Main  walls  repointed  or  cement  rendered  ..  ..  i 11 

Main  walls  rebuilt  ..  « 1 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  i 24 

Ceilings  replastered : 3^ 

Walls  replastered  or  matchboarding  renewed  ..  ; 41 

Dampness  eradicated  in  walls  and  ceilings..  • 3^ 

Sashcords  renewed  ..  : 43 

Staircases  repaired  and/or  handrails  provided  ..  j 5 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  : 5 

Smoking  flues  remedied  i 5 

Rooms  and  staircases  redecorated  f 10 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  i 4 

Miscellaneous  repairs : 5 
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( b ) Foul  Cond  i tt  ons  ; 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  ..  : 55 

Obstructed  sewers  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor  : 21 

Dirty  tenants,,  ..  ..  I 1 

( c ) Drainage,  Paving  and  Water  Supplies  i 

Bathrooms  provided..  ..  ; 7 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ..  ..  • 5 

VJ.C.  Pans  renewed  ,.  ..  ’ 14 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ; l6 

Cold  water  supply  tanks  repaired  or  renewed..  ? 5 

W.C,  structures  repaired,  cleansed  or  rebuilt  8 

Defective  joint  between  flush  pipe  and  W.C.  : 

pan  renewed.,  .,  ..  ..  ..  : 14 

W. C’s  prov i ded  with  water  supply  and/or  water  ; 

pipes  repaired ..  i 9 

Gully  drains  repaired  or  dishing  renewed  ..  ; 7 

W,C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  i ^ 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  provided  ; 8 

Sink  and  bath  wastepipe  repaired  or  renewed..  : 2 

Manholes  and/or  covers  repaired  or  renewed  ..  : 11 

Additional  sinks  provided  or  renewed  ....  I 2 

Fresh  air  inlet  repaired  or  renewed  ,.  ..  ! 1 

Lavatory  basins  provided  ..  ; 5 

(d)  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Inns,  Restaurants, 

Offices,  etc.  ; 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  ..  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  or  improved,,  5 

(e)  Collection  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  • 

Offensive  accumulation  removed  .,  ..  .,  ; 2 

New  dustbins  provided  .,  ..  ,.  ..  ..  :403 

( f ) Keeping  of  Animals  • 

Number  reduced  after  informal  action  ..  ..  1 

(g)  Verminous  Conditions  J 

Rooms  disinfested ,,  ; 3 

Lorry  load  of  dirty  bedding  and  clothing  destroyed  i 1 

( h ) Factories,  including  Bakehouses  j 

Improved  lighting  provided  in  sanitary  accoramodat  i ore.  3 

Existing  sanitary  accommodation  improved  .,  : 1 

Notices  exhibited  I 1 

V/ashIng  facilities  provided  ..  ..  •;  1 

Existing  sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  ..  i 2 

Premises  cleansed  and  painted  ; 1 

Premises  made  safe ; 1 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ..  ..  ..  ..  ; 1 

Sanitary  acccM.'nodat  i on  on  building  site  filled  In  ? 1 

ov  : 


Bakehouses  cleansed  and  redecorated 

( i ) Restaurant,  Hotel  and  Canteen  Kitchens 

Cleansed  ..  ♦ 

Sanitary  accommodation  Improved.. 

Kitchens  improved 

Walls  repa  i red 


Food  Premises 

Rooms  cleansed  and  decorated 
Doors  and  wtndov/s  cleansed,. 
Floor  cleansed 

Hand  Washing  Notice  provided 


(k)  Shops 

C leansed 

Washing  facilities  provided 

( l)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Vans  removed 


2 

2 

2 

3 


1 

1 


3 


Offensive  Trades?-  Section  107  Public  Health  Act,  133^- 

Section  8^  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  l^C/ 
requiring  the  registration  of  Marine  Store  Dealers'  premises 
and  for  the  keeping  of  records  is  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

There  are  still  three  premises  involved  in  the  collection 
of  rags,  two  of  them  on  a very  small  scale. 
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factories  Act,  1937 


Information  as  to  the  number  of  Inspections  made,  notices 
served  and  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act  are  set  out  below: 


(l)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Prem ises 

Number 

on 

Reg i ster 

Number  of 

1 nspec t i ons 

Wri tten 
Notices 

Occup ! ers 
Prosecuted 

( i ) Factor! es  i n 
which  Sections 
1,2,3>4  and  6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by 

Local  Author- 
ities. 

12 

10 

- 

- 

( i i ) Factor! es  not 
included  in 
( i ) above  i n 
which  section 

7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

31 

CO 

5. 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which 

Section  7 is 
enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority  {ex- 
cluding out- 
workers * 
prem i ses ) 

3 

3 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

. 

112 

?i 

5 

- 
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(2)  CASES  fN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases 
defects  were 

in  which  fNumber  of 
found  {cases  in 

Particulars  i 

f 

* 

r 

* 

% 

Found 

• 

p 

4 

f 

Re-  : 
med i ed: 

Referred  ’which  pro- 

To  'By  -secutions 

H.M, ln-rH,M. In-i  were  in- 
spector ?spec  tor: st i tuted. 

» 

i 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ■ 

» 

Unreasonable  ! 

3 

> 

3 1 

f 

» ^ 

temperature  ..  ; 

» 

« 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation- 
Sanitary  Conveni ences i : 

" i 

•• 

(al  insufficient.,  1 
(b)  unsuitable  or  f 

1 

1 i 

• 

def ec  t i ve  . . j 

(c)  not  separate  for  i 

3 

3 ' 

>• 

> 

f ; 

F : 

I _ : 

* ’ 

! : 

sexes  . . . . : 

Other  offences  (not  • 

including  offences  ] 

> 

relating  to  Outwork); 

2 

2 : 

- 

: 1 : - 

1 


TOTAL 


1 


(3)  OUTWORK  - SECTIONS  110  AND  111 
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Moveable  Dwellings 


Sixteen  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  station 
caravans  on  various  sites  within  the  Borough.  In  thirteen 
instances  licences  were  granted  up  to  a period  of  six  months^ 
Licences  were  refused  in  three  cases. 


7*  Smoke  Abatement 


The  Borough  has  been  fortunate  in  that  very  little 
trouble  has  been  experienced  as  a result  of  atmospheric 
pollution  due  to  industrial  smoke.  This  condition  of  affairs 
has  been  due  primarily  to  the  character  of  the  Industries. 

What  nuisances  have  arisen  have  been  due  to  the  emission 
of  smoke  lasting  for  a period  of  minutes  rather  than  over  long 
periods.  The  cause  does  not  always  arise  from  bad  constructions 
or  poor  fuel.  As  a result  of  representations  special  B.R.S. 
doors  were  recently  fitted  to  coal  and  coke  fired  boilers  In 
one  of  the  local  factories  which  had  been  the  cause  of  nuisance 
and  offences.  These  doors  if  properly  used  are  effective,  but 
on  a visit  being  made  when  black  smoke  was  again  being  dis- 
charged in  large  measure,  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  not 
being  used  by  the  employees  in  a proper  manner. 

Although  It  would  appear  that  legislation  dealing  with 
atmospheric  pollution  Is  imminent,  careful  observation  is  being 
maintained  to  see  that  difficulty  does  not  arise  in  Dunstable 
as  a result  of  the  vast  industrial  expansion  now  taking  place. 

8.  Swimming  Pools. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken,  two  from  the  pool  at 
California  Hill  and  two  from  the  pool  at  A.G.  Oelco  Works. 

The  samples  taken  from  the  California  Sv/imming  Pool  which 
is  a public  pool  were  satisfactory.  The  other  two  samples  from 
the  A,C.  Delco  pool  were  not  satisfactory  and  the  Company  were 
notified  accordingly.  This  pool  is  no  longer  used  to  any  great 
extent  for  swimming  purposes. 

9*  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradication  of  bed 
bugs  is  set  out  below*- 


(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses  1.  Infested  ..  i 3 

2,  Disinfested  ....  I 3 

(b)  Number  of  Other  Houses  1,  Infested : nil 

2,  Disinfested  ..  ,.  ^ nil 

1 -Tj.-.  ,-r  ■ n ■ . ^ _ i 
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10.  Rodent  Control. 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  In  the 
course  of  inspections  and  treatments  for  the  destruction  of  the 
common  rat  and  house  mouse  was  438.  There  were  273  premises 
involved  and  infestations  were  found  at  Q2  of  them* 

A large  scale  treatment  for  rodents  was  carried  out  at  the 
Sewage  Works.  The  infestation  was  widespread  and  the  bait  was 
taken  fairly  uniformly.  The  treatment  appeared  to  be  successful 
for  a number  of  dead  rats  were  to  be  found  in  various  parts  of 
the  Works. 

The  annual  test  bait  of  the  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out 
in  August.  The  manholes  baited  were  widely  distributed  over 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  and  the  results  showed  that  rat  in- 
festation existed  in  two  main  areas.  Both  these  areas  were 
subsequently  subjected  to  a maintenance  treatment  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results. 

The  refuse  tip  was  treated  regularly  throughout  the  year 
to  deal  with  recurring  rat  infestations. 


SECTiON  0;- 


HOUSING. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1325- 

The  following  tabulated  information  required  under  Article 
31  of  the  above  Regulations  and  which  has  not  been  called  for 
during  and  since  the  V^ar  is  now  again  required  under  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  28/54^- 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  Inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts) ,.  1>034 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose   1,606 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  ..  212 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, Visits  to  properties  already 
recorded  fn  (2)  (a)  513 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .. 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Pov/ers  during  the  years 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  3;  1^  of 

the  Housing  Act  133^' 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repa  i rs . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  **  «•>  ••  •«  1 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  

B,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

( 1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  


C,  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  I3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  133^* 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .. 


523 


132 


2 


2 


1 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  In  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953) 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders,. 

(4)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 

given  by  owners 


Dwelling-houses  acquired  and  demolished 
by  Corporation  


D,  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  135^' 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit 


Housing  Act,  193^> 

(a)  { 

( I I 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

(e)  (i)  Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  over- 

crowded at  end  of  year..  ..  ..  ..  ,, 

(li)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(ill)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein, 

(f)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  Council  houses 

relieved  during  the  year  


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


8 

1 

3 


1 


71 

141 

442 


2 


^5 

221 


8 

IG 

53 


3 
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Unfit  Properties. 


Slum  Clearance. 


The  proposals  required  under  Section  1 of  the  Housing  Re- 
pairs and  Rents  Act>  1554,  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  July,  1955»  number  of 

houses  considered  to  be  suitable  for  action  under  Sections  11 
and  25  of  the  153^  Housing  Act  is  estimated  to  be  256.  Some  of 
these  are  being  dealt  with  at  the  present  time  and  It  is  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  the  whole  number  within  the  first  five  years. 

(b)  St.  Mary^s  Street  - Chapel  Walk  Area 

inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  other  necessary  pro- 
cedure adopted  to  enable  the  above  area  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
necessary  resolutions  were  passed  in  February,  1355>  declaring 
the  following  three  areas  to  be  clearance  areas^- 

Dunstable  Clearance  Area  No.  1 - 1353  (Hampton  Court) 

Dunstable  Clearance  Area  No,  2 - 1355  (Ashton  Street  - 

Chapel  Via  Ik) 

Dunstable  Clearance  Area  No,  3 ^355  (St.  Mary’s  Street  - 

Chapel  Via  Ik) 

V/ithin  these  three  areas  there  are  twenty-two  dwelling- 
houses  all  of  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Council  have  resolved  to  proceed  to  clear  these  areas 
together  with  other  land  and  properties  within  or  necessary  for 
rounding  off  the  areas  by  :;ompulsory  Purchase  Orders,  should 
the  negotiations  at  present  taking  place  be  unsuccessful. 

(c)  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Eight  houses  not  situate  in  clearance  areas  v^ere  dealt  with. 
Five  Closing  Orders  v/ere  made  until  such  time  as  demolition  Is 
prac  t icable. 

Undertakings  have  been  accepted  in  three  cases  and  two 
underground  rooms  were  closed. 

Repairs  and  Improvements. 

(a)  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Only  three  applications  for  Certificates  under  Section  26 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  135^  were  received.  A 
certificate  was  granted  In  each  case.  No  application  was  re- 
ceived for  the  revocation  of  certificates. 
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(b)  improvement  Grants. 


Eighteen  applications  were  received  for  grants  towards  the 
cost  of  improvement  of  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  19^5  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  195^* 

In  each  case  the  main  improvement  consisted  of  the  provision  of 
baths,  indoor  lavatory  accommodation,  scullery  sinks  and  food 
storage  accommodation. 

Fifteen  applications  were  approved  for  grant,  in  the  re- • 
maining  three  instances  the  work  had  been  carried  out  before  the 
application  was  made  or  approval  given  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  considered. 

It  is  regretted  that  no  further  steps  have  yet  been  taken  'to 
carry  out  the  suggested  improvements  at  the  Ashton-Street/Vies t 
Street  and  Chew's  Almshouses 

New  Housing. 

The  number  of  nevi  bouses  completed  in  195'^-  was! 


a ) By  Counc  i 1 I5C 

b)  By  Private  Enterprise  9*^ 


The  Council  is  now  completing  the  development  of  the 
Brewer’s  Hill  Estate  and  many  new  houses  are  now  occupied  on 
the  Downside  Estate  where  building  is  proceeding  at  a good  pace. 

Erection  of  houses  by  private  development  now  planned  on  a 
big  scale  within  the  Borough  is  being  considerably  speeded  up. 

Qverc rov;d i nq  and  Re-housing. 

While  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  is  gradually 
being  reduced  as  a result  of  re-housing  and  there  are  now  very 
few  of  the  very  serious  cases  v/ith  which  we  have  been  so 
familiar  in  recent  years.  There  are,  however,  a number  of 
instances  where  property  is  being  purchased  and  used  on  the 
basis  of  boarding  or  lodging  houses  by  persons  coming  into  the 
town  for  employment.  Some  of  these  properties  are  owned  and/or 
occupied  by  Allens  who  do  not  alv;ays  have  the  same  regard  for 
our  own  standards  or  ideas.  1 am  sure  that  some  attention  will 
have  to  be  paid  to  this  matter  otherv/ise  It  could  very  easily 
become  a serious  problem. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council  Waiting  List  at 
the  end  of  December,  195^  was: 


Li  ve  Lis t . . 285 

Deferred  List  203 

Aged  Persons  Dwellings 

total 584 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1,  Mflk  Supply 

(a)  Registration  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  19^9 


The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
followss- 


Distributors  of  Milk  41 

Dairies  . . . . . , . . , . « . 8 


Dealers’ 


Licences  authorising  use  of 


Special  Designation 


Pasteurised  , , 

* ♦ 

• 9 

11 

Steri  Used 

• « 

31 

Tuberculin  Tested.. 

11 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  Special 
Des i gnat ionss- 


( i )  Pasteurised  6 

(ii)  Sterilised  ..  ..  ..  2 

(iii)  Tuberculin  Tested 5 


( b)  I nspec t i ons 

Thirty-*nine  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  in- 
spection of  dairies  and  sixteen  were  made  In  connection  with 
sampling. 

(c ) Sampling. 

Ten  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  with  one 
exception  the  results  were  satisfactory. 


33 


nJ 

u 


u 

n 

«_ 

o 

JD 

•C 


: c 

C- 

c—  c 

OQ 

' r~t  0 

;o  •“ 

> -M 

W 

• M-  nJ 

; 0 c 

C4 

0 

’ -H  6 

rH 

» t—i  (C 

3 

3 X 

0 

;■  V)  UJ 

L. 

• © 

© 

f or 

jO 

» 

r» 

V 

H- 

! I 


! I 
I 


LTN 

crs 


CD 

2: 


4- 

>-.  • 

c. 

* 

0 

-+-> 

0 

' 

•—  I 

-♦-> 

' 

x>  • 

0 

f— 1 

— CO  : 

3 

_D  © : 

I 

I 

? 

! 

1 

1 I 

H- 

1 

J : 

(n 

t-  t—  ; 

to 

* 

© 

u 

• — 

A 

QC 

H*  i 

•4-J 

« 

C3 

CO 

- 

cr 


© 

>, 

>> 

>> 

>1 

L. 

2: 

« 

«+- 

<0  - 

c. 

C_ 

L. 

c 

C_ 

L. 

0 

LU 

0 

<d  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-H 

-H  ; 

-H 

-tJ 

-fj 

-M 

0 

• 

<C 

' 

-+-> 

flj  -M  ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ctf 

» 

»— 

• 

-c  CO  : 

£tf 

cO 

CiJ 

(tJ 

CO 

4- 

1 

' 

3 

a.  © ; 

I 

H- 

i+- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

4- 

I 

CO 

to 

CO  >—  : 

to 

CO 

<0 

CO 

w 

W 

• — » 

00 

© 

0 : 

•— 

•— 

• — 

LU 

or 

ur 

-H 

-♦-> 

' 

Jj 

cu  : 

03 

CO 

© 

<0 

CO 

► 

a. 

CO 

CO 

to 

CO 

CO 

to 

c 

* 

ZD 

c 

CO 

\ 

; 

t_ 

! 

0 

© © r 

it; 

' 

•4-> 

XI  CO  : 

\ 

\ 

■f^ 

0 

• — ■ ^ 

. 

• 

to 

0 i~  ' 

' 

© 

H- 

3 • 

s 

CO 

0 ; 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

I 

f 

I 

1 

1 

‘ 

xj  1— ' ; 

; 

LU 

© 

0 0 : 

« 

0 

ZJ 

«d 

— 0 : 

« 

r-i 

<0 

t_ 

CO 

c 

© 

i- 

cn 

r> 

0. 

\ 

or 

© 

0 

' 

c 

% 

0 

© 

>^ : 

' 

LU 

r-t 

t-  ; 

or 

V 

0 

t 

-C 

-H  ■ 

-i-* 

0 ' 

© 

• 

(0 

CO 

CO 

(0 

CO 

<n 

to 

to 

w 

> 

M-  ■- 

© 

© 

CD 

© 

© 

© 

© 

1 

© 

© 

CO  ; 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

>- 

• 

«+- 

' 

> 

0 

-H  • 

tC  ' 

CO  ' 

• 

^ . 

' 

3 

r 

OT 

XI 

XJ 

XI 

X 

X 

X 

X 

\ 

(D 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

CD 

X 

© 

* 

or 

XI 

CO 

to 

(n 

CO 

to 

to 

© 

CO 

X 

© • 

© 

to 

© 

- 

X3  • 

x> 

t- 

c. 

t- 

c 

. L, 

. I- 

X 

fC  V 

«J 

3 

3 

3 

3 

>-  3 

3 

r-H 

J—  3 

<d 

i 

t_  ; 

t. 

0) 

© 

© 

© 

. © 

© 

* © 

(- 

< 

CD  ; 

cn 

-H 

-4-> 

-fj 

1 H 

-t-> 

L 

1 H 

CD 

' 

c 

CO 

to 

CO 

to 

tn 

CO 

© 

(0 

c 

1 

ZD 

CO 

<0 

03 

© 

CO 

cd 

(CJ 

X 

V 

• 

D- 

Q- 

O- 

0 

! 

t 

Q. 

S 

« 

e 

r-H 

CO 

Lf^ 

00 

cr\ 

0 

\ 

0 

* 

% 

z: 

CO  1 

V 

3^ 


Ice— Cream 


(a)  Sampling 

Ten  samples_were  submitted  for  examination.  Seven  were 
graded  as  Grade  Ij  two  as  Grade! I 5 and  one  as  Grade  IV 


1 dent  i tyi 
and  No.i 
of  l 

Sample  r 

Pre- 

sumpt i ve 
Coli 

; 1 Methylene 

; : Slue  de— 

; Faecal : colourised 
; Coli  ; in  hours 

Prov. 
Grad Ing 

» 

4 

f 

> 

> 

• Remarks 

A.l.  1 

- 

1 - i 0 

« 

4 

.'Wrapped  block 

A. 2.  ? 

- 

> f 

: - : 4 

2 

9 

•Wrapped  block 

B.l.  1 

• — : 4+ 

• » 

1 

;Wrapped  block 

c.i.  i 

- 

: - ; 4+ 

1 

f Bulk 

C.2.  : 

- 

; - ; 4+ 

1 

jSulk 

0.1.  i 

- 

••  fl 

: - 1 44 

1 

;Bull< 

0.2.  i 

- 

i - ; 4+ 

« & 

> 

^ \ 

1 

;Complete  cold 
: mix 

E.l.  i 

- 

; - ; 4 

* 

2 

9 

'Wrapped  block 
\ 

F.i.  i 

- 

; - i 4+ 

1 

\ 

^Complete  cold 

'r  mix 

\ 

G.i.  i 

— 

\ j 4*^ 

1 

\ 

^Wrapped  block 

(b)  Water  and  Similar  ice  Lollies 

F i ve 
The 

samples 

results 

were  submitted  three 
are  given  belows- 

of  which 

were  examined. 

Identity^ 
•and  No,; 

of  ; 

Sample  : 

P.H.  ; 
Value  : 

Bacillus  Coli  iFaecal  Coli: 
Present  or  jPresent  or; 
Absent  ; Absent  : 

Remarks 

A.  2. 

B. l. 

B.2. 


Present 

Present 


Present 

Absent 

Present 


Present 

(c)  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947/1952 

There  are  four  registered  raanuf ac tuners,  A complete 
cold  mix  is  used  in  each  case. 
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2, 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


( a ) Slaughterhouse 

The  only  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  Is  privately  owned. 
It  Is  well  constructed  and  provides  reasonably  good  facilities 
for  lairage,  slaughtering  and  hanging  of  carcases. 

The  arrangements  made  at  the  change  over  from  control  to 
private  meat  marketing  at  mid  155'^  worked  very  smoothly  and  no 
trouble  has  been  experienced  as  to  the  availability  of  accom- 
modation, in  fact,  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  rose  from 

7,375  in  1953  to  9,986  in  1954. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
the  percentages  either  wholly  condemned  or  some  part  of  which 
was  condemned,  in  this  connection  the  incidence  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  carcases  over  the  past  five  years  as  shown  In  the 
second  table  is  of  interest:- 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


: Cattle 
excluding 
; Cows 

Number  killed  and 
inspected  ..  .. 

Cows 

301 

Calves 

374 

Cheep 

and 

Lambs 

4,667 

Pigs 

2,981 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculos i s 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

432 

rH 

0^ 

rH 

! 

2 

153 

184 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis .. 

25.30 

43.52 

0 

00 

9 

3.29 

6.30 

Tuberculosis  only 

Vi/hole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

127 

67 

- 

- 

CD 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis  ..  • 

7.81 

23. 25 

- 

- 

1.94 

Table  showing  comparative  percentage  incidence  of  Tuber- 


culosis in  animals  slaughtered  over  the  past  five  yearss- 


Cattle  excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

‘"'Pigs 

1950  .. 

10.5 

32.8 

0.00 

4.1 

1951  .. 

8.4 

33.22 

0.27 

3.79 

1952  .• 

9.9 

29.4 

0.3 

7.9 

1953  .. 

8.C2. 

20.74 

0.32 

2.82 

1954  .. 

7.81 

23.25 

0.00 

1.94 
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Cysticercus  3ovis 


Two  cases  were  discovered.  The  affected  portions  were 
destroyed  but  the  remainder  of  the  carcases  were  released  for 
human  consumption  after  cold  storage  treatment  at  a temperature 
not  exceeding  20  degrees  fahrenheit  as  suggested  in  iVlinistry  of 
Food  fylemorandum  No.  3* 


Table 
i nspec  ted 

showing  monthly 
during  135'^*~ 

totals  of 

animals  slau 

ghtered 

and 

Month 

: Cattle  ex- 
; c lud  i ng  Cows  -n 

Cows 

; Sheep 

Calves  -and  Lambs 

i Pigs  < 

Total 

January 

] 93  i 

8 

16 

i 214 

■ 204  ; 

535 

F ebruary 

15 

14 

: 243 

^ 220  : 

558 

March 

: 142  ■ 

21 

25 

; 293 

t 

: 253 ; 

740 

AprI  1 

: 154 

7 

10 

i 244 

: 207 : 

622 

May 

i 134 

3 

5 

; 443 

: 170  : 

315 

June 

202 

14 

1 

i 758 

81  ; 

1,056 

July 

141 

5 

; 546 

T''n5"' 

826 

August 

151 

37 

9 

I 552 

; 234  ; 

383 

September 

134 

39 

82 

: 452 

; 305 

1,012 

October 

121  ; 

57 

92 

: 443 

304 

1,023 

November 

140 

53 

^9 

: 283 

; 436  ; 

381 

December 

125 

28 

• r 

,0 

! 184 

: 452 ; 

835 

TOTALS: 

1,663 

301 

374 

; 4 ,667 

;2,38i; 

9,586 
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Table  showing  monthly  and  yearly  total  of  meat  from 
various  animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
at  the  Slaughterhouse t- 


Month 

Bovi ne 

including  Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total  lbs. 

January 

919 

83 

390 

1,332 

February 

606 

41 

152 

733 

March  ,, 

• 

2,533 

15 

97 

2,651 

Apr i 1 . , » • 

1,571 

63 

474 

2,114 

May  , , . , 

1,237 

30 

457 

1,724 

June 

1,538 

12 

203 

1,753 

July  ..  .. 

695 

7 

6 

70R 

August 

2,838 

28 

155 

3,021 

September 

1,645 

13 

336 

2,004 

October,. 

2,530 

117 

249 

2,836 

November  .. 

2,203 

37 

150 

' 2,390 

December 

1,168 

33 

274 

1,481 

TOTALS: 

13,^33 

437 

2,943 

22,933 

Slauqhter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  195^«- 

The  number  of  licences  to  act  as  slaughtermen  in  force  at 
the  end  of  155^  was  five. 

All  licenoees  whose  licences  expired  later  than  3lsl 
December,  1954,  were  asked  to  surrender  them  so  that  the  new 
licences  in  conformity  with  the  1954  Act  could  be  granted. 
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( b ) Meat  and  Food  other  than  in  Slaughterhouse 


The  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  where  food  is  pre- 
pared, stored  or  offered  for  sale  was  799- 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  variety  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  des- 
troyed, or  utilised  for  animal  feeding  stuffs,  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumpt i on 


Art ic le 

■ Tins,  Packets 
: o r J a rs 

lbs. 

Beef 

9 • « • 

52 

Lamb 

9, 

Liver  .. 

o « 

274 

Sausage 

12 

Ham 

i 18 

24 

Meat 

43 

Soup 

i 10 

Vegetab le 

« • 

28 

T omatoes 

• 9 

i 37 

Fruit  . . 

• 105 

Fru i t Juices 

8 

Fish 

: 10 

112 

ivl  i ncemeat 

R 

Milk  .. 

51 

Marmalade 

6 

Cheese. , 

3i| 

( c ) Food  Premises  Generally 


The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  wast- 


Bakehouses  . . 

Pastry  Cooks 
Butchers  ..  .. 

Confectioners  ,, 
Fish-shops  (wet  and  fried) 
Greengrocers 
Grocers  and  General 
Provision  Merchants 
Hotels^  ..  . 

Public  Houses 
Restaurants,  Cafes  and 
Factory  Canteens 
School  Canteens  .. 
Slaughterhouses 


9 

11 

21 

13 
11 

14 


48 

5 

29 

29 

7 

1 


Reference  to  the  Schedule  of  Work  Done  during 
will  show  that  progress  Is  being  maintained  in  the 
ment  of  the  standard  in  food  premises. 


the  year 
improve- 
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( d )  Reg  I s trat i on  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193^ 


The  number  and  kind  of  food  premises  registered  at  the  end 
of  the  year  wass- 


Preparation  of 

fried 

fish  .. 

9 

Manufacture  of 

sausages  . ♦ 

19 

Preparation  of 

cooked  meat  .. 

10 

Manufacture  of 

meat 

pies 

4 

Sale  and  manufacture 

of 

Ice-cream 

• > 

* • • * 

58 

Sale  of  ice-cream. 

• • # « 

51 

Four  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  food  premises  other  than  those  relating  to  the  Slaughter- 
house and  dairies. 

( e)  Prosecu t ions 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  Institute  proceedings 
before  the  Justices  in  respect  of  offences  in  connection  with 
meat,  food  or  food  handling  during  the  year. 

( f ) Adulteration  of  Food 

No  samples  were  submitted.  The  Bedfordshire  County 
Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

( g ) Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 

No  samples  were  submitted. 

( h)  Food  Poisoning 

No  case  was  reported  during 

RAINFALL 

The  following  figures  of  rainfall  in  the  Borough  over  the 
last  ten  years  are  included  in  the  Report  for  record  purposes?- 


Year 

Inches 

1545 

21.28" 

1946 

27  99 

1947 

20.21 

1948 

25.60 

1949 

21.47 

1950 

30.63 

1951 

31.99 

1952 

27.39 

1953 

20.61 

1954 

29.10 
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Duplicated  by*  , ... 

Luton  Commercial  Bureau, 

(Janet  King)  ^ 

1^,  Cardiff  Road^ 


L|,  ' Luiorit  7361..3' 


